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SENATORIAL CANDIDATE QUESTIONAIRE

A. REAL ESTATE INDUSTRY RELATED ISSUES

1. Increase in Real Estate Tax Rate for Properties with Improvement valued at S1 million
or more. Public Law 35-1 was signed into law by the Governor on March 2, 2019 to
correct an error in the previous law created by the 34t Legislature to make clear that
the law imposes an additional 100% tax levy on Guam real property with property im-
provements valued at one million (S1 million) or more. This additional tax levy has cre-
ated a severe financial burden to a certain class of property owners and most especially
to residential and commercial tenants whose rental spaces happen to be in buildings
valued at S1 million or more, being that the additional cost of the tax levy will most
surely be passed on to the tenants. This tax levy places the financial burden on the
backs of middle- and low-income wage earners and owners of small businesses.

Do you support the repeal of this law?

D_Support L_IOppose Undecided

Please Explain your choice:

Yes | support the repeal. Repealing of this law to help make owning or renting a home more affordable.

Our small business owners can use these savings to pay their employees a little better than minimum wage.
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2. Improving the Building Permit Process. Property owners seeking to construct improve-
ments on their property as well as contractors engaged to construct such improvements
are confronted by a building permit application and occupancy permit process that is rife
with unreasonable and unresponsive review periods, potentially corrupt communication
with individual agency review personnel, unreasonable, inconsistent and shifting permit
requirements and standards of certain review agencies, and a frustrating linear review
process.

What will you do to improve and expedite the building permit application and the occu-
pancy permit issuance process?

Please Explain:

Q 424 West O'Brien Drive, Suite 236A Office: (67 1) 477- 427 1 www.guamrealtors.com
Julale Center, Hagatna, GU 96910 Fax: (67 1) 477- 4275 email: garadmin@guamrealtors.com 'i



caov gl The Voice for Real Estate on Guam

3. Housing Shortage. Guam is experiencing a severe housing shortage due to a variety of
reasons. These include the rising cost of construction labor and materials, rising mort-
gage/construction loan interest rates, unresponsive, stifling and potentially corrupt build
permit application process, increasing restrictive environmental regulations, and condi-
tions placed on local housing development by competing and more lucrative military con-
struction contracts, and H2 visa labor restrictions.

What legislative action will you pursue with commitment and purpose to address/resolve
Guam’s severe housing shortage?

Please Explain:

| dont think its much a housing shortage but more of a shortage of affordable housing. i would love to work with the next congressman on

pushing the issue of lowering the military's housing allowance. Landlords know how much housing allowance is therefore they charge military rates which

hurts our local people.
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4. Repeal of Business Privilege Tax (BPT)Rate Increase. In March 2018, Public Law 34-87
increased the BPT tax rate from 4% to 5%. The law stated that the increase was “tempo-
rary” and was necessary to combat the loss of revenue caused by Federal tax cuts, but
with no sunset date to the increase specified. This BPT Tax increase has resulted in signif-
icant increases in construction labor and materials and generally adversely affects the en-
tire business environment in Guam. Despite many proposals to repeal this increase con-
sidered by subsequent legislatures, private sector businesses effectively paralyzed by
Covid 19 operation restrictions, and a change in President’s political party, the rate re-
mains at 5%.

Do you support the repeal of the BPT Rate increase and return the rate to 4%?

0 Support Oppose L_lUndecided

Please Explain:

| support the decrease in the BPT. The increase was supposed to be temporary but yet it is still at 5%! The last couple of years our businessess

have suffered and many businesses had no choice but to close in the meanwhile the government of Guam had a

surplus of 31.9mil. | would propose a decrease of even 3.5% with a deadline of two years to go back up to 4%
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B. GENERAL GOVERNMENT

1. Full-time or Part-Time Legislature. The Guam Legislature over the past many decades
has been a “full-time” legislature. Some candidates aspire to a senatorial position as a
career goal that pursues and emphasizes popularity rather than effectuating a smaller

and more efficient and cost-effective government.

Will you support the creation, introduction and passage of a bill to change the operation of

the Guam Legislature from full time to part time?

[ Support Oppose

Please Explain your choice:

Undecided

| would support a part time legislature in maybe 3 terms from now. There is alot of work to be done even before "Covid"

So once we can at least get to the basics of safety and security for our people | feel we should stay full time til then.

As far as some candidates aspiring to be senator as a career goal; unfortunately the people of our island need to

start voting for the right reasons. Constituents need to look at what changes for the good the incumbent has done

during their term for our island.
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2. Legislative Priorities. Whether you are an incumbent, a former legislator or a first-time
candidate for Senator in the 37" Guam Legislature, what are the top two (2) legislative
priorities you will pursue if elected? Please respond to this question under two condi-
tions: (1) if you are in the majority or (2) if you are in the minority.

Please Explain:

Public safety and government accountablility. The people of our island deserve a sense of safety. Government accountablility because

we have to start from the inside meaning all the government agencies making sure they are following policy/procedures and all monies are accounted

for in order for our island to start to flourish. There is so much wasteful spending in our governmnent in which those monies can be appropriated to public safety and education.

pSame as #1
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3. Repeal of Useless or Problematic Laws. Are there current laws that you believe are not
useful or problematic that should be repealed? If yes, can you list the top two (2) laws
that you believe should be repealed?

Please Explain:

Bill 142-36; | know it was meant well to come up with laws to protect minors but this law should be for all victims because age shouldnt be a factor

whether or not charges can be dropped to a lesser charge. A victim is a victim

30.21 Conditions of release. It should be added that is any of the conditions of release

is violated that the perpetrator should remain in jail til hearings/trials are finalized. This is for all crimes.

4. Military Buildup on Guam. Given that there is currently a significant military buildup on
Guam and that the U.S. Marine base in Okinawa is in process of relocating to Guam (a
“fait accompli” if you will), local legislative support of or opposition to these Department
of Defense actions will determine the 37" Guam Legislature’s general political posture
vis-a-vis our military community. The membership of the Guam Association of Realtors
(GAR) is interested in your position on these current military activities.

As a Senatorial candidate, do you support the current military buildup and relocation of
the U.S. Marine base from Okinawa to Guam?

U Support Oppose L_IUndecided

Please Explain your choice:

Yes | support military buildup. For one it would help with our economy once the cost of living allowance has been

decreased. Secondly, we have all branches of the military here on island to protect our island. Only thing is it

would be nice to utilize existing military sites if the landowners are willing to lease out again instead of touching

fresh lands.
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5. Political Status. The topic of Guam political status is in constant discussion and debate
by our island community, i.e., (1) remain a U.S. Territory, (2) become a state or (3) seek
independence. Holding a firm position on one of the above options would seem to influ-

ence your actions as a Senator.

What political status option draws your support?

E Remain a U.S. Territory L__IStatehood

Please Explain your choice:

___lIndependence

Remaining a U.S. Territory is fine with me.
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C. PUBLIC AND PERSONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY

1. Continuation of the Governor’s Covid-19 Pandemic Emergency Powers. The Governor
declared a state of emergency to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic in the spring of 2020.
It is now the fall of 2022, and the state of emergency is still in effect but scheduled to ex-
pire October 5. By law, the Guam Legislature has the authority to terminate or to ex-

tend the Governor’s extensive emergency powers.

Discounting a year into the pandemic which most people acknowledge as the public health
emergency period, are you in support of the Governor’s continuing extension of emergen-

cy powers into October 20227

Support

Please Explain your choice:

[]

L—1Oppose

Undecided

| oppose the Governor's continuing extension of the emergency. The only4 emergency we have is that our people

are hurting more than ever and some peoples livlihoods have been destroyed.
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2. New Public Hospital. The Governor has determined that we need to construct a new
hospital and that the site will be at former Eagles Football Field in Mangilao along Route
15. Since the Guam Legislature must eventually be involved in the development of a new
hospital, your role as a Senator will be to decide your position in determining the loca-
tion and the funding of a new hospital.

Do you believe Guam needs a new public hospital and, if yes, where do you think it should
be located and how do you propose to fund the design and construction of the new facility?

Please Explain:

What would be more cost effective; remodeling or building a new hospital?

If it is that building a new hospital is the way to go then i would suggest using the two properties already donated.

Guam is always about having the biggest and best of everything yet having no maintenance plans on upkeep. | am a

frugal person; we just need a hospital big enough to support our islands needs with the machines needed for the drs. and nurses to perform their jobs.

3. Drug Abuse. Drug abuse is rampant on our island and is no doubt a cause of criminal
activity, acts of violence against the public, homelessness, family violence and gradual
destruction of the family unit and businesses. As a Senator, you will be in a powerful po-
sition to affect public policy changes to prevent or at a minimum mitigate drug abuse
and its impact on our community.

As a legislator, what will you do to address the problem of drug abuse on our island?

Please Explain:

I would ramp up security at all points of entry on our island to help keep drugs from coming in. Harsher sentencing

for the drug dealers and offering resources for those addicted to drugs. But we do need to try to nip the issues

before people turn to drugs
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4. 2" Amendment Support. Home invasions and predatorial acts of violence against the
community can succeed only if homeowners and individuals are defenseless. The 2™
Amendment to our U.S. Constitution gives the right to our people to keep and bear arms.
Although Guam law has strict licensing requirements governing the exercise of this right,
many of our citizens, having met those requirements, do own and bear firearms.

Do you support the right of a Guam citizen to protect one’s home and property with a fire-

arm?

ESupport

Please Explain your choice:

|Oppose

Undecided

Yes | do support the 2nd Amendment.
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